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Introduction

“53 777 1MW 1INR NP2 NRY 1712 DR IR WK JvnL 1PnvT 03 - For
I (Hashem) have loved him (Avraham Avinu), because he com-
mands his children and his household after him that they keep the
way of Hashem” (Bereishis 18:19.)

The transmission of our mesora has been a defining mission of Klal
Yisroel since the time of Avraham Avinu, and continues to be a central fo-
cus in our individual and communal avodas Hashem. When trying to de-
termine the best approach to chinuch for an individual or a community, at
least three sets of factors must be carefully considered. The first set of fac-
tors is comprised of the timeless values and priorities established by the
Torah and explicated by Chazal. An unwavering dedication to mesora, the
primacy of talmud Torah, emuna, chessed, kedusha, and all other Torah
truisms define our ultimate goals in chinuch, as they do in all aspects of life,
and provide the lens through which the other two factors are viewed. In
addition to our timeless Torah values, successful chinuch has to take into
account the contemporary challenges that exist in each generation and
community. Current realities and problems, such as egocentrism, the ar-
rogant superiority of youth, substance abuse, a rising divorce rate among
religious families, children at risk, child abusers, and the unfettered hedo-
nism of our surrounding society must be fully understood, and our chi-
nuch efforts must be properly calibrated to overcome these challenges. And
last, but by no means least, as Shlomo haMelech instructs us, “5Y 715 TN
1277 '8 - educate a child in accordance with his capabilities” (Mishlei 22:6.)
Chinuch must be personalized for each child, and the best interests of the
child must be the driving force, and litmus test, for all decisions.

“4377 '8 HY P15 TuN” can only realistically be accomplished by
dedicated parents and educators who know the child, engage in heartfelt
tefillah, and are blessed with siyata deShmaya. The customized approach of
individualized chinuch can't realistically be captured in the generic, one
size fits all format of a sefer. At the same time, those tailored decisions must
be made by parents and educators who have done all they can to master the



first two areas mentioned above, i.e. timeless Torah values and contempo-
rary chinuch challenges. We hope, through this sefer, to assist such com-
mitted individuals to succeed in their chinuch efforts. In the pages of this
sefer the reader will find both timeless discussions of hashkofas haTorah on
chinuch as well as an unflinching examination of, and guidance regarding,
the many jarring and sensitive contemporary issues that parents and edu-
cators must grapple with.

About TorahWeb and the
Sources of this Book

The TorahWeb Foundation, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organiza-
tion, was founded in 1999 at the initiative of members of our community.
Its goal is to disseminate divrei Torah and hashkafa, with special attention
to contemporary religious and social issues. TorahWeb’s board consists
of Rav Hershel Schachter, Rav Michael Rosensweig, Rav Mayer Twersky,
and Rav Mordechai Willig. TorahWeb’s primary projects have been pub-
lishing weekly divrei Torah on www.TorahWeb.org and our email list, and
arranging for leilei iyun a number of times a year in various communi-
ties, the audio and video of which is available on TorahWeb.org as well.
Neither the rebbeim nor other individuals involved in TorahWeb receive
any financial compensation. In addition, shuls receive the leil iyun pro-
gramming free of charge.

The “Essays” section of this book is based on shiurim given at
our leilei iyun. Some of these essays were written by the maggid shiur
(speaker) himself, while some were converted to writing by others and
reviewed by the maggid shiur. A footnote at the beginning of each es-
say states when and where the original shiur was given, as well as the
name of the editor(s) for those essays that were not written be the mag-
gid shiur himself. The rest of this book is comprised of selected divrei
Torah written by the rebbeim which originally appeared on TorahWeb.
org. The realities of the time pressures with which these Torah leaders
function on a daily basis result in the divrei Torah on the web site not
being properly edited and often missing mareh mekomos. These short-



comings were addressed for the divrei Torah included in this volume'.

The proceeds of this book will go towards TorahWeb
programming. Please send any suggestions, comments, or questions to
TorahWeb@TorahWeb.org.
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1 On TorahWeb.org, though, they remain in their original, unedited form.
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