! ,’/:r(}z//z SHewhold S okmehion 76)8 ’IQ? NI
2% Bonmelt Avenue /’/’/3 el »C el
Vore ok Niaer York 10033 ﬂn/?c pn?' N _prer

So19/ 7950690

DIELY MIND3 PHIE

qoY) 103 DEH £7pY DI 19305 T0HY DINKD 113Y HnE ,70H 01Nd OEH PNID qEHND HYD D71 HIP
»ER v7ob D7) PR1ID DDI3D DILY 0297951 DIDNY PEITP ITEM I370 DYDY ©¥ID M (2O 1pRd H»
OMEHID AL (77PR 37D *P) £73 11 .H310D DIEY 113 PPIEY P1993) 196 3pdd £° 770pE3 b3H (77
1 ,053Y DI; DEHD 2ap BB a1 HI3 0993 %3 - IEDS BI3 D0 Bh ,Dd3D dNPHE B33 H3 VYD 173
DI32DY B PIDIID ,PHIEND T3 193D 13Ov H OHY ,0DIDd PIODE TV Dh3D DNPH DPMOOE HD HIMODE
DNHON HED 7500 DPRIBD 312 DYT PP PIVE (7P B7E3 DL ML 1) #p3 b7ab Hnp) 7303 pH
DD P1IDY) DDV JOPLTHI DIEDY ,LPPPIDD 319 PYTD NDY /1D IO 11, PPHIVD DIOPD PYED 173 770DE3
359 °H713 9370 ©1pd ©¥7D 73 196 .IEDHT *H 353 D393 PYNY 770 ,DIED3 DI, TIMN ,(}2 DOV - DINE dY
DH5N 191 .0EL0Y 730 H7 PRD OB (170 P H7D) D93 PHY 7R3 71 PPHETII 310 799 PHadd spvh pud)

2503 19 PED 5728 (973 P H7D ,Bop193) B 35 NED3

(19963 371901, 131 NH 7P) 1230 23991 ,10D D33 1151 D73 950 HNBOE HHEITON 16730 ©EHID DY)
DTN .OTIPY PIDI3 DI B 0D P03 2510 b Hoh) 753 75, 0dp3h DIPDY PT3 3L 925 DI WL
72 5 DED HH3 ,0pEN3 ML 937 4D 71030 193D 301 H7920 70 2D 30 ENE qHE ,oYD 3910 Y711739E %
DIV DD P I3 ©FY ,05m 5N 71p 10bPa FED 1PDOE EYPP ,270D3 10 PI9I3D V3L 9 193N
LDYPDN §0 19 PIDIIVE H73E9D PYT DREN NH3D 179DH .DII3 DNNE OF E°F K51y B0 pYSH HDXE

L7362 19 P7d PHY,E70 770 1163 P 0dED 2378 b7 b 196 .opnd H)

Currently, it is very dangerous to gather in crowds due to the contagiousness of Coronavirus. This
presents a problem, since kiddushin (which sets in motion the process of marriage) requires the presence
of two witnesses and a knowledgeable officiating rabbi, in addition to the bride and groom. Ideally, there
should also be ten men present for birchas eirusin, the blessing on the kiddushin. However, we can be

lenient regarding the requirement of ten men in pressing circumstances, such as the current situation.

However, the presence of ten men is necessary in order to recite birchos nisuin, the sheva berachos
under the chupah. Furthermore, the rule is that a bride is forbidden to her groom until the birchos
nisuin have been recited. The Rishonim debate whether this is meant literally, or it means that the bride
is forbidden to the groom until she has entered the chupah with him, even if the birchos nisuin were
never recited. The Nodeh B’Yehudah notes that the majority of authorities agree with the latter approach.
It would seem that in the current, dangerous situation it is proper to follow this opinion. As such, the
wedding should consist of a badekin, chupah, and yichud - all with less than ten men present, in order

to minimize the risk. However, the presence of two witnesses is mandatory under all circumstances.
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For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com



