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In recent weeks, many individuals who are confined to their homes have begun to accept Shabbos
much earlier than the standard candle lighting time, even though they rarely did so in the past. In some

situations, the husband accepts Shabbos before the wife has completed her Shabbos preparations.

A wife does not have to follow the customs of a husband that are based on individual practices or

stringencies. This is in contrast with a custom that is associated with a community (e.g. kitniyos or
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gebrochts), in which case the wife must follow the custom of the husband. This is because it is not
proper for the husband to be considered a member of one community while the wife associates with a

different community, as a married couple ought to be part of the same community..

Bringing in Shabbos at a specific early time is a personal acceptance, not a communal custom.
Accordingly, if the husband accepts Shabbos before the wife does, then the wife can continue to do
melacha until she accepts Shabbos. In addition, she may even do melacha that will benefit the husband

during this time.

There is, however, a concept of communal tosefes Shabbos. If the community already accepted Shabbos

it would be binding on all the individual members of the community.
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